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35% of America’s children are estimated to reach kindergarten with challenges so severe they interfere with learning and relationships.*   tHE MISSION OF THE INSTITUTE IS TO CREATE A SAFETY NET FOR THE vulnerable 35%  -- TO CATCH, HOLD AND HELP THEM SO THEY FLOURISH, RATHER THAN FaIL.

Infant-Parent Study Center

A Network of Networks for Vulnerable Babies
Babies’ and toddlers’ brains develop through complex and interwoven interactions with their environment, including most importantly their relationships with their primary caregivers. Development in each capacity—physical, communicative, cognitive, emotional, relational—affects all the others.   Therefore, their issues must be analyzed and addressed as an integrated whole. 

But the early-childhood disciplines are very specialized, each focusing on a discrete capacity. There is a serious shortage of professionals with the cross-cutting knowledge and skills that are essential to understand and manage the challenging behaviors of babies and toddlers and respond to their and their parents’, developmental and mental-health needs. 
What does the Infant-Parent Study Center do to address this shortage?

The goal of the Study Center is the integration of the principles and best-practices of all the early-childhood disciplines into the communities and systems—families, schools, hospitals, voluntary and government agencies—that touch the lives of infants, young children and their families.  

It provides two years of advanced, relationship-based training to directors, supervisors, and staff for the social workers, psychologists, nurses, developmental pediatricians, psychoanalysts, special and early childhood educators, and occupational, physical, speech-language, the arts and movement therapists who work in those communities and systems. 

What training does the Infant-Parent Study Center offer?

The post-degree Infant-Parent Study Center is solidly rooted in the mental-health disciplines—clinical psychology, social work, psychiatry, psychoanalysis—but is transdisciplinary, incorporating essential concepts from all the early childhood disciplines, including progressive early childhood education, developmental medicine, and physical, occupational, speech-language and the arts therapies. 

Classes are small and the overall experience is designed to foster intimacy, trust, and networking. Integration 

of classroom-knowledge into students’ practice is a key element of the program. To facilitate this,

Infant-Parent Study Center students participate in one-on-one and group discussions with senior clinicians—called reflective supervision—in which they analyze their application of classroom-learning to the specific work challenges they encounter day-to-day. This brings the theory home. 

Because relationships are central to social-emotional health, the Infant-Parent Study Center teaches techniques for building a strong, knowledgeable, relational support-system for the children, their parents and key caregivers and the early childhood professionals with whom they collaborate.

In order to extend its reach, the Infant-Parent Study Center recruits professionals with demonstrated leadership potential who are committed to sharing their knowledge and skills in their communities or agencies. At the Study Center, they work on improving their abilities to lead, supervise and speak publicly. 

With enthusiastic appreciation to the Harris Foundation and the Lynn & Philip Straus Foundation

for their ongoing support and guidance!

*Carnegie Corporation of New York (1994). Starting Points: Meeting the Notes of our Youngest Children, p.5. 
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Additional Information about the Infant-Parent Study Center

How many people have received the training?

As of June 2007, 81 will have completed the intensive Infant-Parent Study Center training.

In what community programs and systems do the candidates and graduates work?

They work in the entire range of community programs and systems where at-risk children and at-risk families are:





 Hospital-Based Programs

· Birthing Centers

· Neonatal Intensive Care Units

· Long-term Units for medically fragile

   babies and young children 

· Well-baby Clinics 

·    Parental Inpatient & Outpatient Mental Health Services

·    Child Life Programs

·    Rehabilitative Units





    Mental Health

· Free standing agencies, like JBFCS





      ChildCare

· Early Head Start

· Infant Day Care (private and public)

· Head Start 

· Daycare





Child-Welfare System

· Foster care 

· Preventive services

· Protective Services 

· Administration for Children’s Services (ACS)

· Residential Rx for Mothers in Recovery and Their Children 





Early Intervention 
· Assessment

· Intervention





Parent Education

· Pre-birth

· Parenting Classes

· Mommy & Me

· Home-Visiting Programs

Where are these programs and systems?

Our graduates and candidates work primarily in the New York metropolitan area but also in upstate New York, Connecticut, Florida, Maine, Minnesota, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Israel.

The Infant-Parent Study Center can be described as a Network of Networks. Graduates and candidates lead and work in 105 agencies spreading their knowledge and practice-skills over days and years to other professionals, paraprofessionals and parents, positively affecting the lives of the children and families they touch. Please see Appendix for a full list of the agencies whose staff have been part of the Infant-Parent Study Center. 
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